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Hepatica - - Farmly RANUNCULACEAE (Buttercup Family)
Hepatica nobilis P, Mill var. obtusa (Pursh) Steyermark

[formery Hepatica americana (DC )Ker~Gawl] ' R _

A Rhode Island Native Plant ' by Carolyn Curtis

- The name 'hepauca is derived from the Greek word mc.uung “lwer, an allusion to. lhc shape of
the leaves. Eumpcan herbalists took the shape of the leaf to be a sign that Hepatica could cure liver
diseases; Native American iribes also used Hapaﬂca for a variety of complaints.

About two inches long and four inches broad, the leaves of Hepatica remain a dark browmsh-
green over the winter. New leaves appear after the flowers, which bloom very carly in the spring.
The showy sepals of the flowers (Which are lacking petals) are white, pink, or pastel shades of blue

- and purple, they open with the morning son but close and droop in the evening, in cloudy wcathcr
and on cold days

Hepatica is listed by the Rhode Island Narural Hemage Program as a species of "Concem,”
known to Erow in only five sites in the state, It is more common in other parts of New England,
cspccm]ly in areas with less acidic smls, and may sometimes be fﬂund bloommg while there is still
SNOW 0N the gmund : :




- Hepatica nohilis P. Mill. var, obtusa (Pursh) Steyermark H
: Family RANUNCULACEA

CULTIVAI‘I()N N GTES
Hepanca nolnlis P. lei var, obtusa (Pursh) Stcyelmark S Hcpatica-

Perenmal Whnc pm.k pale purpic or blue flowers in April or early May. 3 104" ta]l preferring
an open woodland with stightly acid, humus-rich seil. Plant in early spring or in the fall. It has a
ﬁbrous root systcm and the clumps cnlarge with age. 3

Planllng depth and spacmg' Space 8012 inches apart, With shoms just barety above the carth,
Plant crowns at about soil Jevel: Mulch with small Jeaves, tucking them around and beneath the
foliage. Protect for the winter with a little mamh hay {0 prevem damagr:. from freezing rain and
sunscald '

Pmpagatinn from diviswn Use nu:sery grown stock and divide clumps in the fall. Lcave WO or
 three buds in.each division. It is also possible to move clumps mmmdlately after bloonung and '
before new leaves appear, as long as sml remams on the roots. : :

Propagation from seed: Since seed is d:fﬁcull to coll::ct Curtis and Brumbach in Propagarion of

- Wildflowers suggest the followmg method; “have a fcw mother plants in loose bumus-filled soil that
can be weeded. They will take care of their own seed sowing and give plenty of small plams " The
secds gcnmnale after one winter and flower aftcr two or three Wmtcrs

' Comments* DO NOT DIG PLANT SINT. HE WILD. Obtam plams only from your own pmpcny or
where you have written permission 1o dig, or purchase from a reputable local SOUTCe such as the
Rhode Island led Plant Society or thc New England Wild Flower Socncty

My own notes:
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